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GREAT SALT LAKE 

 

To get a full 
understanding of the 
importance of the 
Great Salt Lake, we 
need to understand 
both the ECOLOGICAL  
values and health of 
the lake and the 
ECONOMIC  values 
and contributions to 
the State of Utah. 
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Purposes of the Economic Report 

 Many prior economic reports have relied principally upon 
indirect sources, educated guesses and extrapolation, 
resulting in reporting data in broad ranges and some 
inaccurate information and totals. 

 

 Since our purpose is to understand the true and actual 
contributions of lake-based activities to our state’s 
economy, we directed our contractor to go directly to the 
companies operating on the lake and obtain 
actual/accurate data from the most recent full years.  



Objective Accomplished!!! 
Individual companies shared their actual, current numbers. 



Great Salt Lake 

Ironically, the 
ecological 
attributes of 
Great Salt 
Lake are what 
make it such 
an important 
economic 
engine for our 
state. 



Economic Value Measurements 

 1 – Economic Significance 
 -- the actual contribution of the lake’s industry, aquaculture 

and recreation  use to the total economic output, labor 
income and employment. 

 2 – Net Economic Value 
 -- do not represent direct spending and employment in the 

local economy, but represent dollars that would be spent were 
resource users charged the full market value or price. 

 3 – Passive Use Value 
 -- are not direct economic uses of the lake, but are a measure 

of the value people place on simply preserving the resource. 



1st - Economic Significance 

The Report Identifies Three Key Economic Contributors: 
 

 1 – Industrial Activity 
 -- includes the mineral extraction and processing industries 
 

 2 – Aquaculture 
 -- includes harvesting and processing brine shrimp eggs 

 

 3 – Recreation 
 -- includes a wide spectrum of water-based and land-based 

activities, and includes both wildlife and non-wildlife 
activities 



Total Economic Impact 
 Indirect Impact: Lake-related businesses purchase materials/capital 

from other local businesses. 

 

 Induced Impact: People earning money from the lake-related 
businesses then purchase goods and services from other local 
businesses. 



Industrial:  Salt Production 

 GSL salt companies produce a variety of salt products , including 
salt cake, detergent fillers, salt products used in making paper 
and ceramics, in chemical processing, in the production of vinyl, 
plastics, synthetic fibers, and for salting winter roads. 

 These salt products are extracted by use of solar evaporation. 

 Largest Salt Evaporation system in the US, most sold outside Utah 



Industrial:  Magnesium Production 
 Magnesium chloride is found naturally in the lake and chemical 

reactions split magnesium metal from the chlorine. 

 Largest consumption of magnesium is for production of 
aluminum cans. 

 Other uses include production of metals for aircraft, automobiles, 
crankcases, computers, cell phones, hand tools, pharmaceuticals, etc. 

 100% of US primary production and 14% of the world production. 

 

http://usmagnesium.com/products/


Industrial:  Potash Production 
 Potash, or sulfate of potassium (SOP) is one of the most 

commonly used commercial fertilizers. 

 SOP is primarily used as a specialty fertilizer for increasing the 
yield and quality of high-value crops. 

 GSL is the largest solar producer of SOP in the world 
 



Aquaculture:  Brine Shrimp Eggs 
 

 GSL brine shrimp companies harvest brine shrimp eggs, 
which are processed so they can be kept alive and viable, to 
be hatched out on demand in shrimp and fish hatcheries 
around the world. 

 35% to 45% of the world brine shrimp egg production 



Recreation 
 

Waterfowl Hunting  
 Over 100,000 waterfowl hunting trips are taken per year within the 

GSL ecosystem.  

 

 

 



Recreation 
 

Bird Watching 
 Growing in popularity -- 

Specific events include the annual  

Great Salt Lake Bird Festival. 

 

 

http://www.greatsaltlakebirdfest.com/index.php


Recreation 
 

Boating – GSL Marina has 320 slips and 254,317 visitors 

annually. Willard Bay has 337,072 visitor days per year.  

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Swimming+in+the+Great+Salt+lake&view=detail&id=3C8BF0E87593BEA7BF165679B2A1070135210B18&first=301&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Swimming+in+the+Great+Salt+lake&view=detail&id=47843908B4666901056138317C1F34DB9AF3BE80&first=0&qpvt=Swimming+in+the+Great+Salt+lake&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.gslmarina.com/Default.aspx


Recreation 
Swimming and General Recreation – Visitors to the 

lake engage in horseback riding, bike riding, ATV riding, hiking, 
camping, swimming, picnicking, and other recreation activities. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Swimming+in+the+Great+Salt+lake&view=detail&id=44DB2BFD5BA917AF908FA7727FEABE1D86F9F588&first=61&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Swimming+in+the+Great+Salt+lake&view=detail&id=43F409AF6E4A31215ED535EC3F944A79E4C8327F&first=121&FORM=IDFRIR
http://farm5.staticflickr.com/4063/5133618227_56fc7a5bc9_z.jpg


Recreation 

•  Tourism 
•  The lake is an 
attraction to out-of-
state and out-of-
country visitors.  
Antelope Island 
receives 282,145 
visitor days each year, 
including locals as 
well as tourists from 
out of state and 
country. 

 

 

 



Regional Economic Significance: 

  Total Economic Output 

  Income 

  Employment 

 



Total Annual Economic Significance / 
Impact 

Statistic Direct 

Economic 

Effect 

Indirect 

Economic 

Effect 

Induced 

Economic 

Effect 

Total 

Economic 

Effect 

Total Economic Output (millions of 2010 $) 

     Recreation Sector   74.6   27.8   33.5    135.8 

     Industrial Sector (Mineral) 685.2 217.7 227.9 1,130.8 

     Aquaculture (brine shrimp eggs)   33.9     8.0   14.8      56.7 

TOTAL ALL SECTORS $ 1,323.3 

Total Labor Income (millions of 2010 $) 

     Recreation Sector    25.7   9.2 10.8   45.7 

     Industrial Sector 168.3 67.1 73.7 309.2 

     Aquaculture (brine shrimp eggs)   12.3   3.2   4.8   20.2 

TOTAL ALL SECTORS $ 375.1 

Total Employment (Full and Part-time Jobs) 

     Recreation Sector 1,217 236    310 1,764 

     Industrial Sector 1,967 1,288 2,112 5,368 

     Aquaculture (brine shrimp eggs)    373 63    138    574 

TOTAL ALL SECTORS 7,706 



2nd – Net Economic Value (NEV) 

 Does not directly represent spending and employment 
in the local economy. 

 

 Represents dollars that would be spent if resource 
users were charged the full market value or price of the 
services they receive from the ecosystem. 

 

 For example… 

 

 



 A significant “net economic value” to the state is associated with 
discharge from POTWs into the lake system. 

 Today the unique characteristics of the lake environment 
process this nutrient discharge while a typical freshwater 
riparian system would likely require the POTWs to meet higher, 
more expensive treatment standards prior to discharge. 

 For POTWs, the net economic value (NEV) of the GSL ranges from 
$10.3 to $58.9 million per year. 

Publicly Owned Treatment Works 



Net Economic Value of Recreational and 
POTW Usage of the GSL Ecosystem 

Statistic Total 

Total Estimated NEV-Waterfowl Hunting 

within the GSL Ecosystem 
$9.6 million 

Non-Hunting Recreational Use of the GSL 

Ecosystem 
$26.3 million 

Net Economic Value Associated with 

POTW Discharge into the GSL 

$10.3 million to   

$58.9 million 

Total Annual Estimated Net Economic 

Value 
$46.2 million to 

 $94.8 million 



Potential PASSIVE USE Values  
of the GSL Ecosystem 

 Passive Use Values are economic values to individuals that 
are not based on direct use of the resources, but based on: 

 Preservation for future generations (Bequest Value) 

 Value associated with simply knowing the resource exists 
(Existence Value) 

 

 Extrapolating from studies of similar resources, our 
contractor estimate annual passive use values of the GSL 
Ecosystem for Utah residents could be on the order of $100 
million. 



Key Conclusions: 

 Industrial, Aquaculture, and Recreational uses of the Great 
Salt Lake Ecosystem are responsible for:  

 

 $1.3 billion contribution to Utah Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) annually 

 

 $375 million in Labor Income in Utah annually 
 

 7,700 jobs within the Utah Economy. 

 

 Net economic values of $46.2 million - $94.8 million 
annually (over and above GDP contribution) 

 

 Passive use values which could be in the range of  

 $100 million annually 



Questions? 


