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State Management 

of

Great Salt Lake 



Ç Fourth largest saline lake 

and terminal lake in the world

Ç Typically 3 to 5 times saltier 

than the ocean

Ç Moderates the local weather 

creating the lake effect 

producing large snowfalls in the 

mountains 

Ç Fish free, the largest aquatic 

wildlife are brine shrimp and 

brine flies 

Ç Supports between 2 and 5 

million shorebirds and is part 

of  the Western Hemisphere 

Shorebird Reserve Network

Ç80% (427,000 acres) of  

Utahõs Wetlands reside along 

Great Salt Lake



Uses of Great Salt 
Lake:

ÇMineral 
Extraction 

ÇBrine Shrimp

ÇDischargers 

ÇAvian 

ÇDuck Clubs   

ÇLand Use 
Development 

ÇRecreation and 
Tourism



State Agencies with responsibilities on Great Salt 

Lake:

ÂDepartment of Natural Resources:

ÂDivision of Forestry Fire and State Lands 

ÂDivision of Wildlife Resources  

ÂDivision of Parks and Recreation 

ÂDivision of Water Rights 

ÂDivision of Oil, Gas and Mining 

ÂDivision of Water Resources

ÂUtah Geological Survey 



DNR/Division of Forestry, Fire and 

State Lands

Â Sovereign Lands

Â Meander Line

Â Public Trust Doctrine

Â Multiple Use and 

Sustained Yield



FFSL Comprehensive Management 

Plan
Â Strategies to deal with a fluctuating lake level

Â Encourage development that will preserve the lake

Â Maintain flood plain as a hazard zone

Â Promote water quality management

Â Promote development to aid states economy

Â Maintain the lake and marshes important to flyway

Â Encourage development of an integrated industrial complex

Â Promote and maintain recreational areas

Â Encourage safe boating

Â Maintain state federal and private marshlands and wildlife 
refuges

Â Provide public access for recreation, hunting and fishing


