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Prior Appropriation Doctrine
in the West

System of Allocation of Water Resources In
the Mountain West

Mining camps of Colorado

Appropriation doctrine has many parallels
to mining law of 1872.

Possessory interest initiated by some act of
appropriation.

Notice

Annual labor

Title



Role of the Federal Government

The federal government has a dual
Interest in Western water, that of the
sovereign; and second as the proprietor
of the Western lands and its appurtenant
water resources.



Government's Sovereign Powers

These powers include the supreme
authority to make treaties;

The power to regulate commerce; and,
The power to control navigation.
Power to dispose of federal property.

Federal enterprises are essentially free
of state control.



Public Land Settlement

Homestead Act of 1862, released public
ands to settlement.

Desert Land Act of 1877, severed the
unappropriated and non-navigable water
from the land.

Federal land patents conveyed no
Interest In the appurtenant water.




Four Basic Tenets of the
Appropriation Doctrine.

First in time Is first in right, the priority of
the appropriation.

Beneficial use is the measure and limit
of the water right.

Non-impairment of other water rights.
Use it or lose It, the doctrine of forfelture.



Beneficlal Use

Water could be appropriated only for a
beneficial use. Beneficial use

historically equated to economic
activities of man.

Beneficial use is the basis, measure and
limit of a water right.



Nonimpairment of Other Water
Rights.

The appropriation doctrine protected
each water right against interference
from other appropriators, regardless of
whether they were junior or senior in
priority.



Use It or Lose It, the Doctrine of
Forfeiture.

Because of the scarcity and value of
water I n the West
water right, it will forfeit and the water
will be available for use and
appropriation by others.

Water may also be lost by intentional
abandonment.
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Components of an Appropriated
Water Right.

Priority of appropriation.
Source of supply

Rate of diversion or flow (cfs)
Period of use

Place of use

Nature of use

Point of diversion



Appropriated Water Rights are
Static

The water right 1 s nf
of the perfection of the appropriation as

to the quantities of water appropriated,

and that forever places a limitation on

the right.

The level of consumption can not be
expanded.
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Water Treatment Plants (WTP)
CCWTP - Certer Creek

- Parley's

- Big Cottonwood

LCWTP - Little Cottonwood

SERWTP - Southeast Regional

DICWTP - Draper Inigation Conmpany

JUWTP - Jordan Valley

Wastewater Treatment Plants (WWTP)
SLCWWTP - Salt Lake City

Acre - Feet / Year

a
- Central Valley
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Water Systerm 2010
Jordan Walley Water Consernvancy Distriict [(WVWED)
Bluffdal= 5,731 25, 154 55,218 52 988
Diraper City Water &.80%9 132,553 18,553 20,044
Diraper Imigation Comparny (Water Pro) 23 530 7. 234 33,121 40,278
Sramger-Humter WiD 104,022 113, 183 145 039 168,971
Herriman 2,530 23,4652 47 385 B2 837
AW C D Retail System 31,125 33,421 49 250 52,047
Fearms WID 41,173 51,483 108012 225 524
Magna Water Company 23,715 35414 82,214 128,899
Midheale City Water 12,873 17,835 23853 33,259
Riverton Water 1&.085 2156, 335 IF. 225 58,917
Swputh Jordam 35,387 56, 1444 102 408 138,973
Swouth Salt Lake Water 10,741 11,021 18,027 23,517
Taylorsville-Bennicn WiID 0BG, 247 58,482 TO.OS2 Q0477
West Jormdan City Water 87, 290G 80, 742 111,068 140,262
Wiite City Water 14,442 15,180 15. 783 18,323
JWWWCD Total S5G, 30G GO0V, 553 2g7. 752 1.284. 124
Metropolitan Water District of Salt Lake City and Samndy
Salt Lake City Public Ltilities 286,431 316,753 818989 L
Sandhy == 10,5687 105,820 128,313
MWD SLS Total 383,078 418,30 4TE. 508 G634 157
Crther Indeperndent Water Systems
Allta Towmn System 320 I59 3Ta
Boumdary Springs 100 100
Copperton Water Company TG 1,053
Dansie Water Company 100 100
ElIDCaks Water Systern 00 507
Hi-ZCoumntry Estates #1 [=i=Ci] 354
Hi-Country Estates. #2 T3z S0
Holladay Water
Mumay City Water
SiL Cio. #3 - Srrowibird
Siheer Fork Pipsline Comp Zoa

Siheer Lake Company 23

Sprng Sen Water Company 124

Webb WWells 525 1.008

Youmg Oaks Water Corp az 182
Orther System Totals 59,855 BZ. 890

Basim Totals 1. 465,016 2. 001,171




TABLE 17
Current Public Community System Water Supplies vs. Future Demands

2010 Water Use Projections Water Supply
2010 Dry-year  wi Water Conservation® Deficits/Surpluses®
Demard Supply* (acre—feaf)
eI 2030 2060 20030 2060
Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District (JVWCD)
Bluffdale 5857 0 10,454 10,551 (10.454) (10,551)
Draper City Water 4,642 1] 5,205 5435 {5,205) (5.435)
Draper Irr. Co. (Water Pro) 11.574 4,583 12,505 13,551 (8.012) (2,908)
Granger-Hunter WID 22 806 9,303 26,974 28,737 (17.581) (17,2449)
Herriman 4,880 434 8512 13,050 (8.078) (12,818)
Keams WID 11,758 1.818 18481 414 (18,685) (32,325)
Magna Water Company 6.081 4,308 9558 17,657 (5,260) (13,349)
Midvale City Water 3.805 2,800 4,834 Lwin (1.834) (2.967)
Riverton Water 11,175 5,040 14,132 19,118 (8,092) (14,078)
South Jordan 13,174 o 21,400 208,000 (21,488) (26,0007)
South Salt Lake Water 33654 3.157 4376 5,882 {1,218) {2,525)
Taylorsville=-Bennicn WID 12,480 7.500 13,388 15,207 (5.888) (7.787)
Weest Jordan City Water 21.248 3,000 24,343 27,188 [21,343) (24,189)
White City Water 2,048 4,052 2742 28T 1.310 1.081
JVNCD 11,381 102,335 15,018 14,043 gr.318 &B.202
JVYWCD TOTAL 147 283 148,418 191,912 237 199 (43,494) (88, 781)
Metropolitan Water District of Salt Lake and Sandy (MWDSLS)
Salt Lake City Public Utilities TH.501 58,500 aa8.028 100,308 (44.428) (56, 70a)
Sandy City Water 25,580 28,028 23,805 25,786 (3,805) {5, 780)
MWDSLS ] 53,514 0 o T7.43B 77,438
MWDSLS TOTAL 105,090 144,040 111,833 126,094 9 207 14,948
Other Independent Water Systems
Alta Town Water Systam 121 238 115 107 123 131
Boundary Springs 47 182 42 37 120 1256
Copperton Water Co. 240 625 £ Ga7 243 (72)
Dansie Water Co. &9 282 T8 TO 203 212
ElIVOaks Water System 214 261 336 @20 (45) (329)
Hi-Country Estates #1 81 a1 83 a8 () (7
Hi-Country Estates #2 152 53 136 121 (83) (88)
Holladay Water 4713 5,763 5,084 5,832 870 (B)
Murray City Water 8.218 13,858 12,154 11,385 1.804 2,583
SL Co. #3 - Snowbird T filai] 482 200 T8 (330)
Silver Fork Pipeline Corp. T8 82 124 220 (B2) {187)
Silver Lake Company 55 B1 49 43 32 3B
Spring Glen Water Co. 16 28 25 48 3 (18}
Webb Wells o4 137 147 272 {10) (135)
foung Daks Water Corp. 7 15 11 20 4 15
OTHER SYSTEM TOTAL 15433 22,336 18,244 20,437 3,082 1,890
BASIN TOTAL 267,806 311,794 322 389 383,730 (11,195) (71,338)

" Includes an estimate of the regional water supply available to each system from NWCD and MWDSLS, respectively.
" Al water use projections come from the Utah Water Demand/Supply Model and include incremental estimates of water
conserdation, with a total of 25% by 2050,
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