February 1, 2011

Kim Shelley, Environmental Engineer

Division of Water Quality

P.O. Box 144870

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4870


Dear Ms. Shelley,
I am submitting the following comments on the draft JVWCD UPDES Permit.  I urge the Division not to approve the permit as currently written at this time. 
High selenium in the discharge will have long term detrimental effects upon the Lake and upon wildlife, and there are proven means of reducing/remediating Selenium (Se) contamination that could be effectively employed to clean the groundwater without resorting to dumping it in the Lake.  While those methods, which include bio-remediation in a weir-system, would result in greater expense to the applicant, they would actually improve habitat and would not cause harm to the Lake and it bird and wildlife. 
There have been insufficient studies on a Selenium standard for the Lake to know if the standard to be used is adequate to protect the bird life on the Lake, and there is inadequate baseline egg and Se data to proceed with this permit and project.  Additionally, there are too many difficulties in translating Se concentrations in eggs of birds nesting in wetlands to those in open waters of the Lake.  The sampling and analysis plan for monitoring of bird eggs should be part of the permit, not a separate addendum to be added later, and the permit should not be issued at least until there is additional egg data collected this spring.

Problems with the likelihood of higher concentrations of Se and Mercury (Hg) at the outfall (end of the pipeline) have been inadequately addressed.   No standard for Hg in the Lake exists, and there has been no modeling/quantification of long-term increases of Se and Hg concentrations or impacts.

Additional concerns are: 
The determination by DWQ that the discharged water is not fresh water and is more like GSL water due to its high TDS is inappropriate.

Impacts of groundwater pumping on the Jordan River have not been analyzed.

Cumulative impacts of this project in conjunction with multiple permits for other projects affecting the Lake (e.g. GSL M expansion) have not been examined.

There has been inadequate public involvement and outreach about this proposal.

I am the policy advocate for the Utah Audubon Council, but I am submitting these comments as an individual, not on behalf of the organization.  Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

